the national socialists in power. 3 This study was reprinted with minor modiÀ cations in 1937, as the À fth chapter, "Visnu, der Wirkende und der tragische Heroismus des Gottgeborgenen," of the À rst and only volume of Hauer's Glaubensgeschichte der Indogermanen. 4 It appeared, À nally, in 1958, as the third chapter of Der Yoga. Ein indischer Weg zum Selbst. 5 What concerns Hauer in this work is the need to forget oneself and to fulÀ ll one's heroic duty violently. For Hauer, as for the authors of the BhagavadgÒtÊ, death is ultimately irrelevant, for in killing one does not kill the self, as this self -¹tman, puruÉa -relates to the body as bodies relate to clothes: We discard the old and soiled ones and put on new ones (II, 22). As Krishna tells Arjuna, one should À ght because the highest form of yoga is karmayoga, the yoga of action, for, contrary to what some hypocritical renouncers claim, one cannot not act since the mere act of breathing constitutes an action (III, 5-6). One should act, then, but without becoming attached to the fruits of one's deeds (IV, 18, VI, 1) 6 -as it has been repeated admiringly by countless teachers of introductions to Indian philosophy and religion, without rea li zing the implications of this position.
At the time Hauer published the À rst version of his study of the BhagavadgÒtÊ, we À nd the classicist Walter F. Otto writing about the need to have a will for the most difÀ cult tasks and, more ominously, about regarding heroism with awe. 7 Similarly, Tucci, the foremost Italian Buddhologist of the twentieth century, who as a member of the Fascist
